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worse solution-a revolutionary dictatorship of force.
Thanks to the return of Napoleon, it was Austria who
imposed her solutions on the rest of Italy. France now
had too much need of Austria to be able to make an ef-
fective resistance in Vienna on matters of relatively little
importance. Happy at having had his way in Naples,
Talleyrand yielded on the rest. Marie Louise obtained
the duchies of Parma, Piacenza, and Guastalla for life,
with the reservation that the five great courts of Europe
would decree on the reversion of the duchies at her death.
Archduke Ferdinand of Austria was re-established in
Tuscany with his former title of Grand Duke and with a
slightly increased territory. The Queen of Etruria re-
ceived for herself and her descendants the principality of
Lucca, erected into a duchy, and revertible to the Grand
Duke of Tuscany. Archduke Francesco d'Este was ac-
knowledged Duke of Modena, Reggio, and Mirandola.
The affairs of the Pope were the hardest to settle. On
March 19,1815, the Congress, in the "Ruling on the rank-
ing of diplomatic envoys/1 had granted precedence to the
papal nuncios, decreeing in Article IV: "The present
regulation will not make any innovation relative to the
representatives of the Pope."7 Cardinal Consalvi might
rejoice. But he had never ceased to clamor, not only for
the Legations, but also for Avignon, maintaining that no
cession on the part of the Pope had any validity, since the
Pope was merely the administrator and not the proprietor
of the patrimony of St. Peter; he threatened the Congress
with a sort of papal appeal to the world if the rights of
the Holy See were not respected; and he hinted at the
use of spiritual thunderbolts-excommunication-against
recalcitrant sovereigns. All of which had made even the
Emperor of Austria frown. As they wished to satisfy him
a$ far as possible, they had finally agreed to grant him the
Legations, except for a small loss in Ferrara, which would
be Austria's gain. In April, the Cardinal was reassuredron
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